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I. Nurture: to care for and encourage the growth and development of someone 

God has entrusted to us. 
A. Synonyms: discipling, mentoring, developing, cherishing, growing → 

loving 
B. God is a nurturing God: Deuteronomy 32:10-12 

II. What? - Luke 10:21-24 
A. Overview: Jesus sends the 72, they proclaim the kingdom of God is at 

hand, they return joyous, Jesus rejoices, prays, and addresses the 
disciples. 

B. His message 
1. exemplifying the significance of God’s provision 
2. encouraging those God entrusted to him 
3. embracing them, loving them 

C. His method 
1. modeling how to live at ALL times 
2. developing their character, knowledge, and skill 
3. persevering when he was tired 

III. Why? - Context 
A. Luke 9 & 10 

1. Luke 9 - sends the 12, transfiguration, “face pointed to 
Jerusalem,” 

2. Luke 10 - sends the 72, modeling multi-generational leadership 
development: equip, send, rejoice, repeat 

B. The Gospel of Luke 
1. This book was written to Theophilus, a Roman leader, by Luke to 

instruct and teach that Jesus was the historical Savior. 
2. Jesus’ clear disciple-making message and methods are littered 

throughout Luke’s Gospel. 
C. Global Context - Salvation 

1. Jesus started a 2,000+ year movement that continues as we sit 
here. 

2. Luke’s version of the Great Commission - Acts 1:8 
3. All of this happened and made possible because Jesus 

intentionally nurtured those God entrusted to him. 
a) He nurtured the outcasts - Luke 19 



b) He nurtured the sinners - John 7 
c) He nurtured the disciples at all times - Mark 4:35 

IV. So What? - Application 
A. We are all called to nurture like Jesus; we are called to intentionally 

nurture those God entrusts to us. 
B. We are to do it as a church, too - Colossians 3:16 
C. How? 

1. Being intentional with our time, talent, and treasures. 
2. Read Luke - read a chapter a day for 24 days, answer the 

question: “How is Jesus nurturing the disciples in this chapter?” 


